This flowchart explains what happens after you have been charged

with an offence.

YOU WILL HAVE TO APPEAR IN COURT

THERE ARE FOUR WAYS YOU CAN BE MADE TO GO TO COURT.

1. The police could take you to court - if the
police arrest you, they can take you to the
watch-house and keep you in their custody
until you have to appearin court.

2. You could receive bail and be ordered to go
to court — instead of being taken into custody
by the police, you might be given bail and
allowed to go home. To get bail you will need
to sign a document promising you will go to
court on a certain date to face the charges
against you.

3. You could receive a Notice to appear -
instead of being placed in custody by the
police, you might be given a Notice to appear
and be allowed to go home (see sample on
page 40).

4. You could receive a Summons to appear —
You can be charged and given a Summons to
appear before the court (see sample on page
41).

YOU NEED TO KNOW WHAT THE POLICE ARE ALLEGING AS
THE BASIS OF THE CHARGE TO DECIDE HOW YOU WILL PLEAD

DUTY LAWYER - Line up to see the duty
lawyer who will get the QP9 from police for
you and give you legal advice.

REPRESENT YOURSELF - Get the QP9 form
from the police prosecutor and tell them
you are going to represent yourself.

DECIDE IF YOU WANT TO PLEAD
GUILTY OR NOT GUILTY

I
SUMMARY MATTERS

For charges that can be dealt
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CHARGES TO BE DEALT
WITH IN THE DISTRICT
OR SUPREME COURTS

COMMITTAL CALLOVER

You will need to tell the
court whether:

e there is any specific
material you want the
prosecutor to provide
(eg CCTV footage)

® you want to make an
application to cross-
examine witnesses.

Your matter will then
either be listed for a
hearing or for another
mention for material to
be provided to you.

COMMITTAL HEARING
If the court has allowed
an application to cross-
examine witnesses, you
will be allowed to ask the
witnesses questions at the
hearing. Otherwise, the
magistrate will read all of
the prosecution material
and decide whether or not
to commit your charges
to the district or Supreme
Court.

The Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions has six

months from the date of your committal to present your

charges in the district or Supreme Court. They will send
you a notice of the date you will need to be in court.



