
WHAT HAPPENS 
WHEN YOUR 

PARENTS GO 
TO COURT? 
A JUDGE WILL HELP 
YOUR PARENTS MAKE 
DECISIONS ABOUT 
WHAT’S BEST FOR YOU 



 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

THE JUDGE THINKS IT IS VERY IMPORTANT 
TO KNOW WHAT YOU THINK AND FEEL. 

WHAT IS A LAWYER? 
A lawyer is someone who works for a person 

when they go to court. Your lawyer is called 

an Independent Children’s Lawyer. This 

means he or she helps the Judge and your 

parents to work out what is best for you. 

WHY DO THEY WANT 
TO TALK TO ME? 
What you have to say is very important. 

The Judge will want to know what you think 

before he or she makes decisions about you. 

DO I HAVE TO TALK 
TO MY LAWYER? 
No. It’s your choice. You can say whatever 

you want to your lawyer (or nothing at all). 

Your lawyer will talk to you about what he or 

she will tell the Judge so that the Judge can 

make the best decision for you. 

WHEN DO I TALK 
TO MY LAWYER? 
He or she will make sure you know how to 

keep in touch. Sometimes you may need to 

leave a message and your lawyer will call 

you back when they are free. 

WHAT SHOULD I 
TELL MY LAWYER? 
Tell your lawyer as much as you can. This 

way they will get a really good idea of what 

you think. Everything you say will help your 

lawyer understand what is happening in 

your family. 

WILL I HAVE TO TALK 
TO ANYBODY ELSE? 
If the Judge can’t decide what is best for 

you just from what the lawyer has told them, 

they may ask you to talk to a special person, 

like a social worker or psychologist, who will 

write a report to help them work out what is 

best for you. This report is called evidence. 

WHO ELSE WILL MY 
LAWYER TALK TO? 
Your lawyer might need to talk to your 

teacher, to your counsellor if you have one 

or anyone else who knows you and your 

family well. 

This helps them collect information so the 

Judge can make the best decision for you. 



  

 

 

 

 

 

  
  

 

 

  

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DO I HAVE TO TELL 
MY PARENTS WHAT I SAID? 
No. You don’t have to tell anybody else 

what you and your lawyer have talked about. 

Your parents will be told this too. 

DOES MY LAWYER HAVE 
TO DO WHAT I TELL THEM? 
No. Your lawyer has to do what they think 

is best for you. But they tell the Judge what 

your views are even if your lawyer does not 

agree with them. 

WILL THE JUDGE DO 
WHAT I WANT? 
The Judge will listen to what everybody in 

your family has to say. On the court day, your 

lawyer will be there to look after what is best 

for you. 

The Judge will then carefully decide what is 

best for you. This does not always mean you 

will agree with his or her decision but your 

lawyer can help you understand how the 

decision was made and why. 

WHO WILL TELL ME 
WHAT THE JUDGE HAS DECIDED? 
The Judge will make a decision called a court 

order. Your lawyer will explain exactly what 

this means for you. If you have any questions, 

make sure you ask them. They will then try to 

make sure things happen the way the order 

says they should. 

CAN I KEEP IN CONTACT 
WITH MY LAWYER AFTER 
A DECISION IS MADE? 
You can talk to your lawyer about whether 

you will be able to contact them after the 

case is over. 



WHAT IF YOU ARE UNHAPPY WITH YOUR LAWYER?
If you have a problem, it is always best to talk about it with that person. 

But if you need more help, please contact the complaints ofcer directly 

on 07 3917 0132 or email complaints@legalaid.qld.gov.au

You can fnd more information and videos about the Independent Children’s 

Lawyers at www.bestforkids.org.au/kids
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My lawyer’s name: 

My lawyer’s contact number: 

YOUR LOCAL LEGAL A ID QUEENSLAND OFFICE: 
BRISBANE 
44 Herschel St, 4000 

BUNDABERG 
3rd Floor, WIN Tower, 
Cnr Quay & Barolin Sts, 4670 

CABOOLTURE 
Ground Floor, Kingsgate 
42 King St, 4510 

CAIRNS 
Level 2, Cairns Square Complex, 
42-52 Abbott St, 4870 

INALA 
Level 1, Inala Commonwealth 
Offices, 20 Wirraway Pde, 4077 

IPSWICH 
Level 7, 117 Brisbane St, 4305 

MACKAY 
Ground Floor, 
17 Brisbane St, 4740 

MAROOCHYDORE 
Ground Floor, M1 Building 
1 Duporth Ave, 4558 

MOUNT ISA  
6 Miles St, 4825 

ROCKHAMPTON  
Ground Floor, 35 Fitzroy St, 4700 

SOUTHPORT  
Level 2, 7 Bay St, 4215 

TOOWOOMBA  
1st Floor, 154 Hume St, 4350 

TOWNSVILLE 
Level 4, Northern Securities 
Building, 22 Walker St, 4810 

WOODRIDGE  
1st Floor, Woodridge Place,  
Cnr Ewing Rd & Carmody St, 4114 

For more information about our services visit  
www.legalaid.qld.gov.au or phone 1300 65 11 88 or  
1300 650 143 (Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Information Line). 

This resource was produced by legal aid commissions throughout Australia who assert moral rights under the Copyright Act. This material may be 
reproduced, or excerpted, provided it is not changed, and authorship of legal aid commissions is acknowledged. 

The material in this publication is intended as a general guide only. Readers should not act on the basis of any material in this publication without 
getting legal advice about their own particular situations. The legal aid commission in this state or territory expressly disclaims any liability howsoever 
caused to any person in respect of any action taken in reliance on the contents of this publication. 
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